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VICTORY IS WON
FOR PRIMARIES

House Committee Unan¬
imously Favors Byrd

Bill.

NEW AMENDMENT
TO COiNbTITUTION

Change Allowing City Treasurers
to Succeed Themselves to Be
Submitted This Year.Tax
Commission Bill Reported
by Committee.Care for

Fceblc-Mindcd.

Without u dissenting vote the HouseCommittee 0:1 Privilege* and elec¬tions last night decided to report thoDyrd-Featheraton bill, legalising all
primary elections, with a recommen¬
dation that It become u law. Objcc-
rmnu were made to some ot the loa-
turcs, and several minor amendmentswere ottered and accepted by Mr.Uyrd, but the ucnumciit was unanimousthat a primary bill should be enacted.There Is believed to be no tlouul thatthe measure »vll| pasu the House, onwhose calendar It will go this morninglor action within a few days. It mayi". amended in the Senate, but thegeneral conviction Is thai the sessionot ILK' win witness tho enactment ota stringent prltrittry law.The provisions of the measure a:tigenerally known to the public, sinceit Is practically the aninc as the Uyrdbill of two years ago. The time forhobling primaries In advance of aut¬umn elections «ras fixed for Lite fourthTuesday in July, and for spring elec¬tions Tor the first Tuesday In April.There wiia some discussion over thequalifications of voter« In primaries,the fear being expressed tiiat sotrvRepublicans Would slip in. In spite orthe bars elected, but the Speaker saidthat some general rule must he adopt¬ed, arid he believed his to be the ae-yt.

i:\penfie» of Candidates.
The expense* of candidates werelimited to In cents for each voter. On

the objection ol Mr. Cox that in Rich¬
mond this would leave too high amaximum, a change was made cover¬ing this city only, where no candidatefor the Gencfal Assembly may spend
more than f 1 no.

Uli motion of Mr. Oliver, the pro¬
vision for permanent dlafranchiscment
of a candidate who spends more ttian
the allowance; or who falls to register
bis account, was changed to disfran¬
chisemen t and disqualification for oflleo
for live years. Mr. Uyrd accepted this,
as lie did a provision sungesle,] by Mr.
Moncure. which win release friends of
Candidatei who spend less than ?1 for
their favorite, from rendering the
sworn statement.
The Speaker feels that Ihe end of

his long fight for primary legislation
le m eight.

Trrnmirrrs Ate Saved,
After I'stenlng for more than three

hours to profound constitutional argu¬
ments, the same committee lute In the
afternoon voted to report favorably to
the House the resolution for an
amendment lo the Constitution per¬
mitting treasurer* of cities to succeed
themselves Indefinitely.
Exceedingly Interesting points were

raised during this debate. It will be
recalled that the legislatures of 190S
and 1910 submitted to the voters
amendments permitting treasurers and
commissioners of the revenue in coun.
lies, and the same officers In cifi.-s.
to succeed themselves. The one in
relation to counties was carried by a
..trial! majority, while the other was
defeated. Tho point is how, raised jthat the submission of 1910 was il¬
legal. Inasmuch nB It did hot separate
the two ofliccs of treasurer and com¬
missioner, and the people were obliged
to vote for both or none, while voting
separately as to ciiy or county office*,
if this contention be correct, it might
affect the validity of the vote allowing
county officers to succeed themselves.

Validity of Election.
This naturally raised a contention

between these ciasses of olllcers. Fred
W. Harper, of Lynehburg, In an ex¬
haustive argument, contended that the;
Legislature had « right to tlo the.
amendments together, and quoted
many precedents. He argued that had
the Assembly of 1!>10 not submitted.
the favorable action of that of 1908,
WG*Kd have been void. The effect off
his argument was to uphold the elec¬
tion as lo county o flic era. and to require
that ah amendment as to clly oftic?rs
would have to be started over again,
to go through two Legislatures. Then
the present city treasurers would go
out of office before the people git janother chance. i

D. H. LeaUe look the opposite view. |that the people did not get a full
chance 10 vote a_s betwson the olllcers,
und that therefor-? the amendment had
been improperly submitted In 1910. He
¦aid this Legislature could resubmlt
at once, on the basis of the original
oction in 190S.
Randolph Harrison, of Lynehburg,

clos?d tho argument. He said that the
people had never really voted on the
proposition, and it Is us if the elec¬
tion on tho subject hod never been
held. His point was that treasurers
and commissioners in ejilsa are treated
In separate articles, which shoulj have
been submitted separately. As to tho'
-.lection on county officers, the Consti¬
tution has placed them In the same
«irtlclo, and, whila he considered the
principle of lending one amendment
with another as bad, ho thought that
election probably legal.

This, ns will ho seen, save all the
treasurers at' one swoop, and will, it
Ig expected, bind them together again.
If tho Legislature approves the amend¬
ment, it will be submitted to tho peo¬
ple next November.

Tax Dill Reported.
The Housa Committee on Finance

acted favorably on tho bill for the
establishment of a permanent State
Tax Commission, and It is on tho House
calendar.

It was amended by allowing appeals
from equalization decisions In local
courts. Instead of requiring those Bgjts
grieved to como to Richmond. On mo¬
tion of Mr. Byrd liiinself, tho Speaker
of the House and tho President of the-

(.Continued on Sixth Page.)

SEEKS IN WILSON
ANOTHER TILDEN

But Col. Watterson Finds
Schoolmaster Rather
Than Statesman.

TELLS OF BREAK
WITH COL. HAkV&Y
_

Editor of Harper's Grievously
Wounded When Jersey Gov¬
ernor Coldly Tells Him He
Is Being Injured in His
Race for Presidency by

Paper's Support.

i'oodrow WlUon. Cul. l.'eo. llarvi
Louisville, Ky January 17..That he'had hoped tu lind in Woodrow Wilsonanother Tilden, hut had found "rather

a schoolmaster titan u statesman," wasthe declaration of Henry Watterson,the veteran Kentucky editor and
Southern Uemocrut, In a statement!
made h. re to-night to the Associated
PreSs Iii connection with the urcak
between Governor Wilson and Colonel
George Harvey.

"itogrellltig that I must appeareither ap a witness or a party to >iie
misunderstanding which has arisen
between Colonel George Harvey and
Governor Woo«lrow Wilson," reads the
statement, "I shall have to speak with
some particularity |0 order to be Just
alike to the public and the principals.

'The conference between us In my
apartment at the Manhattan Club was
held to consider certain practical
measures relating to Governor Wil¬
son's candidacy. Colonel Harvey stsod
toward Governor Wilton much -is I
had stood five and thirty years ago
toward Mr. Tilden. This appealed to
me. Colonel Harvey had brought the
Governor and myself together in hie
New Jersey home elghtoen moii:'.is a^o,
and as time passed had Interested me.
In his ambitions. I was hoping J
might find In Governor Wilson another
Tilden. In point of Intellect and ad¬
visability, 1 yet think Colonel Harvey
made no mistake In his choice of a

candidate; but the circumstances lend¬
ing to the unfortunate parting of the
ways between them load me t.» doubt
whether in character and temperament

It may be merely In the habits of a
lifetime.Governor Wilson is rather a

schoolmaster than a statesman.

(Jets Cold Ilcjuluder.
"I have from Colonel Harvey and

Governor Wilson statements, accord¬
ing to the memory of each, touching
what did actually happen and was
spoken on the occasion nameet. To .vie
do not materially differ. They co¬
incide with my own recollection. Noth¬
ing of a discourteous kind.cveti of
an unfriendly kind.passed during nr.

Interview of more than an hour. From
the first, hosrever, there was a cer¬
tain constraint in Governor Wilson's
manner, the absence of the. cordiality
und candor which should mnrk hearty,
confidential Intercourse. Inllmutirg the
existence of some adverse influence.
His manner was autocratic If not ty¬
rannous. I did not take this to my¬
self, but thought It relate,! to Colonel
Harvey, and when Colonel Harvey, ap¬
parently overcome by Governor Wil¬
son's austerity, pul the direct question
to Governor Wilson whether the nup-

pori of Harpers Weekly was doing
htm an injury, and received *rotn Gov¬
ernor Wilson the cold rejoinder that it
wan. I was both surprised and shocked.

"I had. myself, as far back as las'
October, suggested to Governor Wil¬
son that In view of his supposed en¬

vironment It might be well for Cclonel
Harvey to moderate somewhat <l the
rather aggressive character of Hrrper'a
Weekly In the Wilson leadership. tj
am not sure that 1 had not iiaid as;
much to Colonel Harvey himself, butj
that Governor Wilson, without the
least show of compunction, should ex-'
press or yield to such an opinion, and
permit Colonel Harvey to consider,
himself discharged Trom the josltlon
of trusted Intimacy ho had up tc this
moment held, left me lUtle room to|
doubt that Governor Wilson Is not a.
man who makes common causo his
political associates, or Is deeply oensl-
blc of his political obligation?: bo-
cause It Is but true and fair to say
that except for Colonel Harvey he
would not be in the running a. all.

Harvey Previously Wouudc.t.
"Colonel Harvey was grievously,

wounded. He had been fighting Gover-|
nor Wilson's battle for many years,
and had Idealized his chief. Although
1 was given no reason to suppose my-]
self Included In the disfavor <wltlcn'
had fnllen upon Colonel Harvey, I ex¬
perienced a sense of something very
much like Indignation, but on reflec¬
tion I could not rid myself of the im¬
pression that Governor Wilson had!
been receiving letters from Kentucky]¦written by enemies of mine, who seek]
to use his name and fame to gain some]
ends of their own, warning him against!
me ani that to all intents, I eat In the
same boat with Colonel Harvey.

"I am in receipt of Governor W!l-|
son's everment to the contrary. 1;
wish this had reached mo earl'er. 1'
have during the weeks of newspaper
Importunity refused to print a word on
the subject in the hope that no public¬
ity might he required, and that sorri^
understanding could be reached. I
have reason to believe that Colonel
Harvey withheld his statement for the
same time and with the same hope. !t
being no longer possible to suppress
the matters at Issue, this full state¬
ment which I make most reluctantly
seems, needful to a full and Impartial
knowledge by the general public but

(Continued on aooond page).
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THOUSANDS SHOUT
JOYOUS WELCOME
John Cardinal Farley
Recipient of Memor¬

able Ovation.

CATHEDRAL SCENE
UNPRECEDENTED

Gothic Arches Fairly Tremble
With Great Volume of Sound
Which Rises to Give Greet¬

ing to New and Beloved
Prince of the

Church.

[.Special to Tim Tlmca-Dlspatch.J
New York, January 17..illumination

Lo-nlght of tst. Patrick's Cathedral,
with 50,000 electric lights strung to
the very tips or tne two treat spires,
ended a memorable day ot ovation for
Joiiu Cardinal Farley on Iiis return to
America as n newly created pi luce ot
the church. It la cslltnulcd that seven
hundred and fifty thousand people
saw his eminence driven from the
Battery, where he landed, up broad-
way and Fifth Avenue to the Cathe¬
dral. So unbounded was the enthus¬
iasm of rnanw who sought to K'ss his
ring that mounted police were obliged
to charge the throngs repeatedly.

Dressed in lila scarlet robes, the
cardinal rode In an open carriage
through a lane of p< ip!e and tr'ends
for more than four miles.

Delivers Pope's lllcttnlng.At the Cathedral it was or.'y by
force that way was made for him
through the crowd. Sl\ thousand
children's volets wore heard in the
"Te Deum" us he entered. As thanks
for the welcome his eminence spoke
with great te'-ling, and delivered the
blessings of Pope Plus X.
"Coming how from his stirred pres¬

ence," he said, "and after several pri¬
vate audiences, In winch he opened Ina
fatherly he-art as to a loving soil, and
afler hearing that voice which teemed
to speak in tones of insplraton in
public consistory proclaiming to the
world fearless denunciation 9t the
schemes of the church's enemies, I
have returned with a confidence more
full than ever before that Goo has
placed in the chair of Peter a mun af¬
ter Christ's own heart, to meet the
needs of time.
"Not only Is that feeble old man

calm and untroubled, but one sees
that his placid insistence la founded
on the profound faith of the saints,
strong ns adamant tn the belief that
God la with him and his church as he
had promised he would ever be."

Cardinal Farley, after spending the
night down the bay and then break¬
fasting with twenty-live guests at Ilu-
bolcen aboard the North German-Lloyd
liner Berlin, stepped onto Manhattan at
1:20 o'clock at the Battery from a spe¬
cial boat, and rode to his cathedral be¬
tween two ranks of people. Catholic,
Protestant and Jew, which Jammed the
sidewalk, and up Broadway and then
up Fifth Avenue for about live miles.
In lower Manhattan the turnout was
<iultc as big as that which greeted Col-
onel Koosevelt's homecoming from At-1
rlea, and when Ihe cardinal entered his!
cathedral lie wus greeted with scenes
such as never belore, according to
white-haired priests with memories,
have been witnessed in an American
Catholic church.

Tlioimuiidn Shout Welcome.
Up the main aisle of the cathedral,

the gray stone walls brttntened with
holiday greens, fluttering ribbons anel
electric lights, tho white-haired, rcd-
clad figure walked through a lane
Hanked by thousands of people, wtio
cheered until the gotbic arches treni-
bled with the great volume of sound.
L'p In the pulpit Kev. Father Lane was
directing a chorus of nuirc- than 6,0uu
boys and girls, but even this great vol¬
ume of welcoming song and tho deep
tones of the big organ were all but
lost, witlle men and women, great
tjroups of sisters of charity, hundreds
and hundreds of vhltc-surpliced priests,
monks In white cowls or brown, women i

and girls in gay gowns and plumes
small boys and girls, everybody, tola
the cardinal that they were glad to see
lilm home.
The outburst was expected, and so

the bl.-ssod sacrament had been re¬
moved from the tabernacle of the high
altar for the moment. And so the!
great crowd, estimated as high as
lO.duO persons (there were U.OOu chll-,
dren banked back of the main altar ,
In thi Lady Chapel alone), stootl up
on the pews and shouted their wel- j
come. If you stood very close to a
small boy or small girl chorlstor you |
would know that tho 6,000 little oned
were singing a chorus, which rang:
"Welcome, welcome, welcome;
Greet ye, the honored and dear;

Welcome, welcome, welcome,
All that wo love ajad revere,
All that we love and revere."

But a tn Id tho groat volume of cheers
from the thousands standing on tne
t>oats, one had to be close to the small
singers to know what they w-sre say-
ing. And through it ull walked the
red clad little figure with the acolytes,
holding the gold baldachino or canopy i
above his white head, and he walked
slowly, looking straight ahead. Ills
Hps trembling a. bit as the roars of
cheers beat down upon him.
But most significant of all was the |

thousands standing on the perws and
cheering and waving tho Stars and
Stripes and Uny papal flags of white
and yellow, cheering In a Catholic1
church.

Follows Crowded Oar.
The biggest moment In the cath¬

edral followed a crowded day for the
cardinal, which began early' in the
morning aboard ship, when tho cardl-
nal met the earliest of the reporters,
thirty strong, coming from quarantine!
to the Hoboken pier. The cardinal
w£*i the first of the first-cabin voyagera
to:arise this morning. When the Ber-
Uli docked, about 11 o'clock, at Ho-!
hoken, Bishop Cuaack, Monslgnor
Mooiiey, Justice Victor Dowling, Major
John F. O'Rourke, thirteen papalknights and the chairmen of five com¬
mittees boarded the ship to greet tho
cardinal, and to partake of the broak-

k (Continued on Third Page.)

BINSWANGENS FACTORY IN FLAMES

_How the Arc looked at 0 o'clock last night.

LET OFFICERS WORK
UNDER MERIT SYSTEM

President Taft Proposes Radical
Extension of the Civil

Service.

SAVING OF MANY MILLIONS

His Recommendations Are Based
on Findings of Economy

Commission.

Washington, January IT..How tho
people of (he United States may havo
saved for them millions of dollars an¬

nually In the operation of their gov¬
ernmental machinery was outlined by
President Taft to-day in a message
to Congress on "economy und etiiclehcy
tn the government service."
"What the government, doea with

nearly J1.000.00Ö.0O0 each year." said
the President, "is oi as much con¬
cern to the average citizen as Is tho
manner of obtaining this amount ol
money for the public use."
Probably the most radical proposal

advanced by the President In to-day's
message was that all admlulslra live
olfleers of the government In the de¬
partments at Washington and in the
held be put under the civil service, b«
removed from the Influence of politics
and that their terms of oillce be not
limited as at present to four years.
Such officers should not be appointed
by the President with the necessHy
of Senate confirmation, ho said, but
upon merit. '"The extension of the
merit system to these otticers and a

needed readjustment of salaries," said
he, "will liuve Important eltects In se¬

curing greater economy and efficiency.
The view that these various olnces are

to be lllled as a result of political con¬

sideration has for Its consequence the
necessity that the President and mem¬

bers of Congress devote to matter of
patronage time which they should de¬
vote to questions of policy and ad¬
ministration."

No Iletnllcd Kxplanution.
The President did not attempt to

explain In detail the work of the econ¬

omy and efficiency commission created
by act of Congress u year and a half
ago. He sketched the outlines of Im¬
provements that he said could be made
In government service; declared that
they would effect a saving of malty
millions of dollars, and asked that
Consress continue the commission by'
granting an appropriation of $200.000,
with $50.000 for printing Its reports.
From time to time, he added, reports
of the commission proposing particular
reforms would bo sent to Congress.

V!I ask." said the President, "the
continuance of this comtclsslon on

economy and efficiency because of the
excellent beginning which has been
made towards the reorganization of
the machinery of this government on

(business principles. I n*k It because.
Its work is entirely non-partisan in

(Continued on Third Page.)

"I Am a Candidate,"
Says Henry C. Stuart

South vi rut Farmer Makes Offlolu!
Announcement That He I» In

the Itace for Governorship.
After bring bailed Inst night by

the members of the Fanners' In¬
stitute n« the ne^t (inventor of Vir¬
ginia, lle»ry C. Sttinrt gnve out the
following official stnlcniont In an¬
swer to n question from h reporter
for The Tlnies-Dlsputrh its lo Ills
candidacy for (he governorship!

"Yen, I nm n candidate for Gov¬
ernor In 1013, and while It iiernii
now tinueeessnry <o announce a fnct
so well hnon.ii, yet I nm gl ml to
avail inj.-elf of your kindness to
present my candidacy lo the peo¬
ple of Virginia through the columns
of The Tlmes-Dlspntcb."
Asked regarding the probable

Democratic opponent to the re-elec¬
tion of Congressman Slemp from the
.Ninth District, Mr. Stuart suldi
"Present Indications seem to point

to the nomination of Robert P.
Bruce, a widely k»«own lawyer of
Wise county. It semis tbat the
Democrats will tic able to combine
on him, and he appears the logical
candidate. He once rnn ngnltist for¬
mer Congressman Steutp for Con¬
gress."

Mr. Stuart Mated that he hnd not
heard of any other cuudlilnte for
the governorship as set, either oBl-
elnlly or unnntclnDy.

Angelo Gcronimo, Injured in
Gayton Explosion, Dies at

Virginia Hospital.

Complete List of Dead
and Injured in Gayton

Mine Disaster.
The dead:

JenHv I'etruect, Italian, burled In
mine.

Gulaseppe Piccone. Italian, burled
In ml»e.
Augelo Gcronimo. died yenterday

afternoon at Virginia Hoapltnl.
The Injured:

Doiuiuel Murallvlno, severelyburned, probably fitfully.
flush HoKbmer, regular employeof mine, American) comiiound frnc-

turen: borned over two-thirds of
hodyt iirobably die at VirginiaHospital.
Antonio Merino, severely Injured,but will prolinbly recover.
Wllllnm Donnelly, u white mnn,burned, but ..ill recover.
Charten Cnrroll, a negro, burnedSlightly.
Scott >Illchrll. slightly burned.Charles .lurrelt, slightly Injuredby mule kick.
It. J. Colrmiin, a negro, slightlyburned.

Another victim was added to the Hat
of those fatally hurt In the Gayton CoalMines disaster Tuesday afternoon, when
Angelo Gcronimo died at the Virginia
Hospital as a result of his tniurles.
Two other victims of the disaster aronot expected to live. They are DominicMurallvlno, assistant to the contractorengaged In cutting a twtnel in themine, und llusli Hoshmer. one of theregular employes of the Old DominionDevelopment Company, whs* h concerncontrols the mining property. Theyarc a: the Virginia Hospital. The restWill probably recover.
How the accident ocourrcd may al-ways remain a mystery. The men, cn-gaged In cutting a tunnel 17f> feet longwore regarded as experts. They were'all Italians, and came to Richmondfrom Rhode Island, tn charge of Con¬tractor Lasco. They had been workingIn ilie tunnel, blasting the granite withdynamite. Explicit instructions hadbeen given by William Woolfolk, vico-presldent of the Old Dominion Devel¬

opment Company and active head ofthat company, that no blasts shouldho tnndo until 5:15 o'clock, ot whichlime all of the workers in the mlnowould have been out.
Illnwu to I'lccea.

Entirely disregarding this order, ao-1cording to Mr. Woolfolk. two chargeswere set off about 4:30 o'clock, butwithout damage. The linal charge,which cost the lives of three men and
may cause the death of at least two
others, did not occur until about 5
o'clock, when the Italians were prepar¬ing to finish their day's work. The
two Italians burled in the mines wer*
literally blown to pieces, and for this
more than any other reason, It in be¬
lieved that the discharge was ontiroly!accidental. Il did not occur in tbo tun¬
nel, but some distanco therefrom,which is another reason advanced byMr. Woolfolk for tho accident iheory.

Inquest To-Day.IDr. J. Fulmer Bright, county cor¬
oner, will hold an Inquest at the mines
to-day at 11 o'clock. Testimony will
be heard, and a thorough Investigationof tho condition of the mine made.
Dr. Thomas A. Gunn, the company'sprincipal physician, remained at themines all last night, ministering te
the Injured, and he pronounced all as
bolng on tho road to recovery Assist¬
ant Superintendent David Rumncr was
Injured so slightly that he was at work
yesterday.
No suspicion of foul play is enter¬

tained by any of those at all connectedwith the mines. Il appears to have
been, from the evidence of those, who
were on hand, one of those unavoid¬
able accidents which come as a result
of orders disobeyed.
Tho work of rescue was led by Vlco-| ffcöütinued on Second Pag*li

Leaders oi All Political Parties
and Veterans Meet in

Conference.

OPINION IS OPTIMISTIC
Believed Note From Washing¬

ton Deals Death Blow to
Agitation.

Havana. January 17..Throughouttho day thore was a remarkable ab-
eence of developments growing out ofthe presentation to President Gumfczof Secretary Knox's note. intimatingpoaslbie Intervention in Cuba by t|ieUnited States government. All In¬terest centred in tho cunfomnce heldat tho piiluca to-tnght, at which t|ieleaders of all the political parties andveterans discussed with the Presidentthe proper course to pursuo and tjiecharaoter of the reply which shall bemade to tho American note.
The Impression Is very general thatthe action of the Washington adminis¬tration deula a deathblow to the vet¬eran agitation, thereby removing Uieexcuse tor intervention and loounuanfciystrengthening the Cuban administra¬tion in controlling tho situation.

Loyalty Urged.
Editorial comments of the Havana

newspapers are meagre, and are char¬acterized generally by patriotic adjura¬tions to all Cubans, regariiiess of tholr
political uinilutlons, to forget past andpresent differences and unite loyaUyIn obeying the laws and preserviogorder, wltnoul giving the least excuao
for foreign Intervention, as the only
way whereby the independence of tho
republic can be maintained.
The editorials are without any senti¬

ment of bitterness against the United
States, with the exception of that
printed In Ijä Prensa, which demamjiathe recnll of the American minister,
Arthur M. Beaupre, on the ground of
discourtesy In presenting the note di¬
rectly to the President, instead of to
the Secretary of State.
Thio course had been taken becausethe minister was unuble to find the

secretary, who had left his office itt
an early hour, and because the lnlntu-
tor was anxious not to delay the pre¬
sentation ol the note, which o> planst-
tlon was ceremoniously tendered to
Secrotary Sangutly this morning by
the secretary of the Americun legalton,.
Hugh & Glibson.
Secretary Sangutly to-day sent dla-

patches to all the Cuban ministers
abroad giving Hie purport of the
American note, with the assurance that
th-e Cuban government '¦would pro-
coed with serenity, confiding ill the
patriotism of the Cubans for obedience,
to the law and the preservation of Cie
peace."

Defcndn Vetcraua.
General Einlllo Nunez, president of

the Veterans' Association, In an Inter¬
view to-day, reaffirmed his opinion
that the United States was not jucUi-
lied In threatening intervention, bo-
cause the Veterans' Association was* a
puraly patriotic organization, simitar
to the Grand Army Of the llopubtlc.
It had broken no law, nor had it defied
the authority of the government, It
existed only for the purpose of pro¬
moting the welfare of the republic by
constitutional means. He declared,
ho wovor, that the veterans were do-
tormlned to persist In the campaign,
tho object of which was the purlflea-
tlon of the civil service and of uli
publications obnoxious lo patriots by
psason of former hostility to the cause
of Cuban Independence. JGeneral doubt is felt regarding the
ability of Nunoz to carry out his pro-
gram, on account of the defection of
many of hlf, followers. A significant
symptom of tho possible dissolution
of tho veterans' organization is the
dlsbandnvent of tho veteran club at
Batabano, where recently an armed
conflict between veterans and actl-
vetcrans was narrowly averted,
General Nunez held a onferarice

this afternoon with tho Socrotary of
the interior. Seuor Machatlo. when It
was decided that the veterans should
withdraw their obnoxlouu address to
tha President, demanding nnniillm*int
lot the decree forbidding army offlqer*from attending veterans' meeting and'substituting for this demand u reffloct-
ful petition, setting forth the right of
officers to attend meetings of what
Nunez declared to be only a patriotic
society.
The American minister held two cpn>ferences to-day with Secretary Sen-

gully, hut thoy merely hud to do with
fContTnued ou~Thlra~Pus«.)

More Than 150 Firemen
Vainly Fight the

Flames.

FIRE PLUGS
WERE FROZEN

Water Secured by Cutting Holesin Ice on Canal.Loss Will
Reach $170,000, Covered byInsuranc e.Department

Fights Gamely Under
Fearful Conditions.

Originating from u causa whichneither firemen nor officers of the firmcould determine, lire, starting shortlytbeiore 6 o'clock hist night, swept thobunding of Binswangef & Company.Incorporated, manufacturers of sashdoors b.ind... glass ind mirrors. 025Baat Byrd street, und utterly destroyeilit irom roof to foundation.Smoke was seen to ariBc fron- thebasement by Orittin Sutton. a shippingclerk, who wa* ut work in the office.Hu telephoned to fire headquarters,and tho men who arrived with thofirst piece of apparatus turned In aregular alarm,
Tne 3ccond and third calls weraturned in in rapi<j succession, and thencame that always dreaded signal, thethree sixes, calling out ten cn'ginncompanies and twenty-two pieces ofapparatus in all, and leaving but three,companlos to guard the rest of thocity.
Tho firemen wore blinded In theirfirst efforts by the densu and suffocat¬ing clouds of smoke which poured outupon them from tho basement windowsand tlnough tho gratings. ChiefsJoynes and Haffo were early on hand.They were unable to trace tho sour.eeof the flumes, and attempted In vainto drown it out by hurling floods ofwater Into the basemeut of tho bigbuilding. Smoke continued to pourout. I-lttlo 'by little drauhgts of wind.wafted the spitting tlumes through tJiQupper stories. Presently llttlo whlftaof smoke came from tho second storywindows. Inside the fire crept up andup, until a black pall of srnoke 'usueclfrom the highest windows and throughthe roof. Frantically the firemenfought. Puoplo could see that tho tightwaa lost, but the firemen fought onwith the courage of despair.

Water Plugs Frozen.
The department was much handi¬capped by finding that most of ihnwater plugs in tho neighborhood werefrozen.. Carter C. Jones, member of thoCity Council from Washington Ward,one of the first to arrive on the scene,let himself down from the bridge cross¬

ing the tracks of the Chesapeake andOhio Railway and chopped a hole
fourteen inches deep through the ico.But the suction was not sufficient,, and
the hole had to be abandoned. Efforts
proved more successful on tho cast
side of tho bridge, and a large spoeo
was opened through the Ice. Here, wer»
stationed engines Nos. 5, 6 and 10, and
engine No. 7 was placed at a nearby
plug, thua placing four engines to-
gether. Other engines arrived aa tho
calls were sent In. and within a few
minutes after the three sixes had been
rung No. 1 engine and No. 2 engino
were, working from tho plug on
Seventh Street; No. 3 was on Fifth
Street; No. t. the giant automobile
engine, was working from Ihe foot of
Sixth Street, and No. S engine was
placed on Seventh Street, between Byrd
and Arch Streets.

Smash filu«s With Air».
Ten streams of water were played on

tho .building. They had no effect. The
smoke became m-ire dense and blind¬
ing. The firemen experienced diffi¬
culty in fighting from the canal side,
owing to the little foothold afforded
them. A stream of water was shot up
the side of the building in a vain Iii«
tempt to force It through the windows.
They were made of glass interwoven
With wire, anu the terrific Impact of
the water had no effect on them.
Finally men from Engine Company No.
f, placed u ladder on the bank of tho
cuntll and two men crawled up with
iv,. Smoke and flume poured out on
them Bill before they were exhausted
they managed to smash in two Win¬
dows, and then a line of hose was
carried up. and the first stream wad
thrlwn in. it seemed, however, on y
to serve as fuel to the flames. LMtlo
flickers of light began to appear; at
the uppei windows. A fireman, look-
.B at 'them; nald: "it Is all »ver,now.^Tongue, of Homes burst ihrough.sll
tho upper stories on the canal side
ami the burst out on the Fifth Street
aide and Hi tho rear. Two water
towers were put up, and ««Od«^»orePurled down Into the seething pH«
through tho roof. Nothing availed./. was seen that the building wat

.loomed and the firemen directed than
attention to sitylng hu 1 d*?"E
The Southern Buiscutt Works, ul Fifth
¦and Canal Streets, were BmWW
dangercd; and Bremen were stationed
on the roof to protect it from dan.-
uue S Hs"t wind ul"w in from tU<
South, and tho sparks were wafted It)
every direction. Th. whole sky wai

aflame with reflected lU;ht. and pcop!«
eoijld observe tho lire from nearly
every point in the city. From . o clock
until past midnight the crowds poured
down to the scene, und if was esti¬
mated that 10.000 people viewed in.«
Uu/.o from the Immediate neighbor¬
hood. Other crowds we.ro gathered lr
dense masses around Castle Thunder,
cn South Third Street and on the cl»
votions on Fourth und Fifth Streeti
They had command of the whole scene

Tblnlj-lTve Police on Duty.
.\s the tiro assumed more so.rtour

prooortions :lre lines were spread
and. in direct charge of Major wvne*
thirty-live pbilce officers stood guard
They had hard work In keeping bucl
tj\c crowds, but tho people became ai-bi
missive when they sow- the danger an/
hold themselves In abeyance.
Water froze as It fell, and tho»',

*<ho were fighting on tlansefouj ff-omU


